SMACC Service
13 Sep 2020

Welcome & Opening Prayer
The Apostles’ Creed
All

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy universal church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Song: Turn Your Eyes
Helen H. Lemmel, George Romanacce, Nic Trout, and Kevin Winebarger

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in His wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace
Turn your eyes to the hillside
Where justice and mercy embrace
There the Son of God gave His life for us
And our measureless debt was erased
Jesus to You we lift our eyes
Jesus our glory and our prize
We adore You behold You our Savior ever true
Oh Jesus we turn our eyes to You
Turn your eyes to the morning
And see Christ the lion awake
What a glorious dawn fear of death is gone
For we carry His life in our veins
Turn your eyes to the heavens
Our King will return for His own
Every knee will bow every tongue will shout
All glory to Jesus alone
© 2019 Sovereign Grace Worship/ASCAP, Sovereign Grace Praise/BMI, Sovereign Grace Songs/SESAC
Used by Permission. CCLI License No. 332301
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Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 9:1-10:16
1

There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish, the son of Abiel, son of
Zeror, son of Becorath, son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. 2 And he
had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man
among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward
he was taller than any of the people.
3
Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul his son,
“Take one of the young men with you, and arise, go and look for the donkeys.”
4
And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed through the
land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. And they passed through the land
of Shaalim, but they were not there. Then they passed through the land of
Benjamin, but did not find them.
5
When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with
him, “Come, let us go back, lest my father cease to care about the donkeys and
become anxious about us.” 6 But he said to him, “Behold, there is a man of God
in this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So
now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” 7 Then Saul
said to his servant, “But if we go, what can we bring the man? For the bread in
our sacks is gone, and there is no present to bring to the man of God. What do
we have?” 8 The servant answered Saul again, “Here, I have with me a quarter of
a shekel of silver, and I will give it to the man of God to tell us our way.”
9
(Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, “Come, let us
go to the seer,” for today’s “prophet” was formerly called a seer.) 10 And Saul
said to his servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where
the man of God was.
11
As they went up the hill to the city, they met young women coming out to
draw water and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 They answered, “He is;
behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city,
because the people have a sacrifice today on the high place. 13 As soon as you
enter the city you will find him, before he goes up to the high place to eat. For
the people will not eat till he comes, since he must bless the sacrifice; afterward
those who are invited will eat. Now go up, for you will meet him immediately.”
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14

So they went up to the city. As they were entering the city, they saw Samuel
coming out toward them on his way up to the high place.
15
Now the day before Saul came the LORD had revealed to Samuel:
16
“Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin
and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my
people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because
their cry has come to me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD told him, “Here
is the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall restrain my people.” 18
Then Saul approached Samuel in the gate and said, “Tell me where is the house
of the seer?” 19 Samuel answered Saul, “I am the seer. Go up before me to the
high place, for today you shall eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go
and will tell you all that is on your mind. 20 As for your donkeys that were lost
three days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And
for whom is all that is desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your
father’s house?” 21 Saul answered, “Am I not a Benjaminite from the least of the
tribes of Israel? And is not my clan the humblest of all the clans of the tribe of
Benjamin? Why then have you spoken to me in this way?”
22
Then Samuel took Saul and his young man and brought them into the hall and
gave them a place at the head of those who had been invited, who were about
thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave you, of
which I said to you, ‘Put it aside.’” 24 So the cook took up the leg and what was
on it and set them before Saul. And Samuel said, “See, what was kept is set
before you. Eat, because it was kept for you until the hour appointed, that you
might eat with the guests.”
So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 25 And when they came down from the high
place into the city, a bed was spread for Saul on the roof, and he lay down to
sleep. 26 Then at the break of dawn Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Up, that I
may send you on your way.” So Saul arose, and both he and Samuel went out
into the street.
27
As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell
the servant to pass on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here yourself
for a while, that I may make known to you the word of God.”
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Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and
said, “Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And
you shall reign over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the
hand of their surrounding enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the
LORD has anointed you to be prince over his heritage. 2 When you depart from
me today, you will meet two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin
at Zelzah, and they will say to you, ‘The donkeys that you went to seek are
found, and now your father has ceased to care about the donkeys and is anxious
about you, saying, “What shall I do about my son?”’ 3 Then you shall go on from
there farther and come to the oak of Tabor. Three men going up to God at
Bethel will meet you there, one carrying three young goats, another carrying
three loaves of bread, and another carrying a skin of wine. 4 And they will greet
you and give you two loaves of bread, which you shall accept from their hand.
5
After that you shall come to Gibeath-elohim where there is a garrison of the
Philistines. And there, as soon as you come to the city, you will meet a group of
prophets coming down from the high place with harp, tambourine, flute, and
lyre before them, prophesying. 6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will rush upon you,
and you will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 7 Now when
these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, for God is with you. 8 Then
go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer
burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, until I
come to you and show you what you shall do.”
9
When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all
these signs came to pass that day. 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a
group of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he
prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew him previously saw how he
prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has come
over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 12 And a man of the
place answered, “And who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is
Saul also among the prophets?” 13 When he had finished prophesying, he came
to the high place.
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14

Saul’s uncle said to him and to his servant, “Where did you go?” And he said
“To seek the donkeys. And when we saw they were not to be found, we went to
Samuel.” 15 And Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what Samuel said to you.”
16
And Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the donkeys had been
found.” But about the matter of the kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, he
did not tell him anything.

Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.
Reader This is the Word of the Lord.
All
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon: The Search for A King
1 Samuel 9:1-10:15
1. Introduction
2. Looking for the Donkeys (9:1-10)
a. A son to be proud of

b. The quest for the donkey

3. Finding A Prophet Instead (9:11-21)
a. A fortunate encounter at the well

b. Meeting Samuel the Prophet

4. A Strange Reception (9:22-10:1)
a. The Feast

b. In the morning

5. The King is Anointed (10:2-16)
a. A secret anointing

b. Signs to Assure the King

6. Application
a. God and coincidences
b. God and His King
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Song: Come People Of The Risen King
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Stuart Townend

Come people of the Risen King
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the Morning Star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in
Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice
One heart one voice
O Church of Christ rejoice
Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace
Come young and old from ev'ry land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The truth that cries through ev'ry age
Our God is all in all
© 2007 Thankyou Music
Used by Permission. CCLI License No. 332301
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Prayer of Confession
All

Heavenly Father,
you have loved us with an everlasting love,
but we have gone our own way
and broken your laws.
We are sorry for our sins
and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son who died for us,
forgive us, cleanse us and change us.
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you,
and to please you more and more;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
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Song: Let Your Kingdom Come
Bob Kauflin

Your glorious cause O God
Engages our hearts
May Jesus Christ be known
Wherever we are
We ask not for ourselves
But for Your renown
The cross has saved us so we pray
Your kingdom come
Let Your kingdom come
Let Your will be done
So that ev’ryone might know Your Name
Let Your song be heard ev’rywhere on earth
Till Your sov’reign work on earth is done
Let Your kingdom come
Give us Your strength O God
And courage to speak
Perform Your wondrous deeds
Through those who are weak
Lord use us as You want
Whatever the test
By grace we'll preach Your Gospel till
Our dying breath
© 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise
Used by Permission. CCLI License No. 332301
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Announcements
Closing and Grace
All

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore. Amen.

Minister Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
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Connect with us
Thank you for joining our service. If you would like for us to get in touch with
you, or have any feedback for us, please fill in our connection card at
connect.stmarys.my

Giving
Online transfer

Bank name: Standard Chartered Bank Malaysia Bhd
Account name: St Mary's Cathedral
Account number: 312 142 334 691
Recipient reference: If giving a pledge, enter your 3-digit pledge number.
Otherwise, enter Online Service
Boost e-wallet

Scan the following QR code using the Boost App. Be sure to confirm "St Mary's
Cathedral" is listed as the payee.

St Mary's Cathedral
Note: This method of giving is analogous to putting cash into the offertory
bag/box. Your donation will go to the General Fund. You will not be given a
receipt. Do not use this to give a pledge.
Details on our webpage: give.stmarys.my
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Physical Gatherings in the Cathedral
If you would like to attend our on-site service, please go to our page
stmarys.my/booking to find our more about our risk assessment and to register
to attend. Registrations will close on Friday at 12pm, or when it is full.

Subscribe to Our Mailing List
To receive emails about latest updates and important news about the
Cathedral, fill in the form at subscribe.stmarys.my

Sunday Service Volunteers
As more people sign up to come to our on-site services, we are hoping to
increase the number of volunteers. We are widening the age range to 15-50
(with parental permission if you are below the age of 21). If you are between 15
and 50 and willing to help out at our on-site services on Sundays, please fill in
the form at stmarys.my/volunteer.

Giving thanks for Rev Tim Nicholls
Tim & Siew Mun and their family will be moving to Penang later this month to
serve at St George’s Church there. We are thankful to God for the work they
have been doing at St Mary’s over the years and for our ongoing fellowship in
Christ. Please leave a prayer or a word of encouragement for them, at
bit.ly/TimNicholls.

Work Care Panel
We have a panel to help our Cathedral community look for work or advise about
work and training opportunities. If you’re looking for work and wouldn’t mind a
helping hand, fill in our connection card at connect.stmarys.my, indicating that
you would like someone from the Work Care Panel to contact you.
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