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SMACC Service 
4 December 2022  |  11.00 am, 5.00 pm 
 

 

Welcome & Prayer 

 

 

Song: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

A mighty fortress is our God 

A bulwark never failing 

Our helper He amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing 

For still our ancient foe 

Doth seek to work us woe 

His craft and pow'r are great 

And armed with cruel hate 

On earth is not his equal 
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Did we in our own strength confide 

Our striving would be losing 

Were not the right Man on our side 

The Man of God's own choosing 

Dost ask who that may be 

Christ Jesus it is He 

Lord Sabaoth His name 

From age to age the same 

And He must win the battle 

 

And tho' this world with devils filled 

Should threaten to undo us 

We will not fear for God hath willed 

His truth to triumph thru us 

The prince of darkness grim 

We tremble not for him 

His rage we can endure 

For lo his doom is sure 

One little word shall fell him 
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That word above all earthly pow'rs 

No thanks to them abideth 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours 

Thru Him who with us sideth 

Let goods and kindred go 

This mortal life also 

The body they may kill 

God's truth abideth still 

His kingdom is forever 

 

 
Word and Music by Martin Luther and Frederick Hedge 

Public Domain 

 

 

  



Page 4 of 32 

Prayer of Confession 

 

All:   Heavenly Father, 

you have loved us with an everlasting love, 

but we have gone our own way 

and broken your laws. 

We are sorry for our sins 

and turn away from them. 

For the sake of your Son who died for us, 

forgive us, cleanse us and change us. 

By your Holy Spirit,  

enable us to live for you, 

and to please you more and more; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 9:1-6 
 
1 But all this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the 

righteous and the wise and their deeds are in the hand of 

God. Whether it is love or hate, man does not know; both 

are before him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same 

event happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the 

good and the evil, to the clean and the unclean, to him 

who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As the 

good one is, so is the sinner, and he who swears is as he 

who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in all that is done 

under the sun, that the same event happens to all. Also, 

the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and 

madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that 

they go to the dead. 4 But he who is joined with all the 

living has hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.  
5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know 

nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory 

of them is forgotten. 6 Their love and their hate and their 

envy have already perished, and forever they have no 

more share in all that is done under the sun. 

 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 49:10-20 
 

10 For he sees that even the wise die; 

     the fool and the stupid alike must perish 

     and leave their wealth to others. 
11 Their graves are their homes forever, 

     their dwelling places to all generations, 

     though they called lands by their own names. 
12 Man in his pomp will not remain; 

     he is like the beasts that perish. 

 
13 This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; 

     yet after them people approve of their boasts.  
14 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 

     death shall be their shepherd, 

and the upright shall rule over them in the morning. 

      Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place  

  to dwell. 
15 But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

     for he will receive me.  

 
16 Be not afraid when a man becomes rich, 

     when the glory of his house increases. 
17 For when he dies he will carry nothing away; 

     his glory will not go down after him. 
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18 For though, while he lives, he counts himself blessed 

      —and though you get praise when you do well for  

  yourself— 
19 his soul will go to the generation of his fathers, 

     who will never again see light. 
20 Man in his pomp yet without understanding is like the  

beasts that perish. 

 

 

Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit, 

All: All:  As it was in the beginning, is now,  

   and shall be forever.  

   Amen. 
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New Testament Reading: Luke 16:19-31 
 

19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and 

fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And 

at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 

with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from 

the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and 

licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by 

the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and 

was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up 

his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and 

cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But 

Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 

things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a 

great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 

would pass from here to you may not be able, and none 

may cross from there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg 

you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I 

have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they 

also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, 



Page 9 of 32 

‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes 

to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to 

him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither 

will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.’” 

 

 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Page 10 of 32 

Song: Christ Our Hope In Life and Death 

 

What is our hope in life and death 

Christ alone Christ alone 

What is our only confidence 

That our souls to Him belong 

Who holds our days within His hand 

What comes apart from His command 

And what will keep us to the end 

The love of Christ in which we stand 

 

O sing hallelujah 

Our hope springs eternal 

O sing hallelujah 

Now and ever we confess 

Christ our hope in life and death 

 

What truth can calm the troubled soul 

God is good God is good 

Where is His grace and goodness known 

In our great Redeemer's blood 

Who holds our faith when fears arise 

Who stands above the stormy trial 

Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 

Unto the shore the rock of Christ 
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Unto the grave what will we sing 

Christ He lives Christ He lives 

And what reward will heaven bring 

Everlasting life with Him 

There we will rise to meet the Lord 

Then sin and death will be destroyed 

And we will feast in endless joy 

When Christ is ours forevermore 

 

 
Music and Word by Keith Getty | Matt Boswell | Jordan Kauflin | Matthew Merker | Matt 

Papa (based on the recording by Keith & Kristyn Getty) 

© 2020 Jordan Kauflin Music | Matthew Merker Music | Getty Music Hymns and Songs | 

Getty Music Publishing | Love Your Enemies Publishing | Messenger Hymns 

Used by Permission. CCLI Licence No. 332301 
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Sermon: What Happens When A Believer Dies? 

 

 

Why this question matters.  

 

1. What is Death? 

 

• Cause and Effect  

 

• Defined by human nature  

 

[principle 1] Death is an inescapable consequence 

of the fall 

 

 

2. What Happens next? 

 

• Being with Christ 

 

• Watching and Waiting 

 

[principle 2] Believers are alive with Christ and with 

the Saints 
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3. Facing Death rightly 

 

• Don’t fear  

 

• Don’t despair 

 

• Don’t regret 

 

[principle 3] Only Christ turns death into an 

eternal gain 

 

 

 

[Main Idea] Death is an inevitable consequence of sin 

that is transformed into a living hope by Christ alone. 
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Song: It Is Not Death To Die 
 

It is not death to die 

To leave this weary road 

And join the saints who dwell on high 

Who've found their home with God 

It is not death to close 

The eyes long dimmed by tears 

And wake in joy before Your throne 

Delivered from our fears 

 

Oh Jesus conquering the grave 

Your precious blood has pow'r to save 

Those who trust in You 

Will in Your mercy find 

That it is not death to die 

 

It is not death to fling 

Aside this earthly dust 

And rise with strong and noble wing 

To live among the just 

It is not death to hear 

The key unlock the door 

That sets us free from mortal years 

To praise You evermore 
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Original Words by Henri Malan (1787-1864). Translated by George Bethune (1847). 

Music, chorus and alternate words by Bob Kauflin. 

© 2008 Integrity’s Praise! Music/Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI). Sovereign Grace Music, a 

division of Sovereign Grace Ministries. 

Used by Permission. CCLI Licence No. 332301 

 

 

Greeting Time 

 

 

Q&A 

 

 

Announcements 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge  

 the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever.   

Amen. 
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Song: Beautiful Saviour 

 

All my days I will sing this song of gladness, 

Give my praise to the Fountain of delights; 

For in my helplessness You heard my cry, 

And waves of mercy poured down on my life. 

 

I will trust in the cross of my Redeemer, 

I will sing of the blood that never fails; 

Of sins forgiven, of conscience cleansed, 

Of death defeated and life without end. 

 

Beautiful Saviour, Wonderful Counsellor, 

Clothed in majesty, Lord of history, 

You’re the Way, the Truth, the Life. 

Star of the Morning, glorious in holiness, 

You’re the Risen One, heaven’s Champion 

And You reign, You reign over all. 

 

I long to be where the praise is never-ending, 

Yearn to dwell where the glory never fades; 

Where countless worshippers will share one song, 

And cries of ‘worthy’ will honour the Lamb! 
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Words and Music by Stuart Townend 

© 1998 Thankyou Music 

Used by Permission. CCLI Licence No. 332301 

 

 

Closing and Grace 

 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore.  

Amen. 

 

 

Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All:   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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Connect with us 
 
Thank you for joining our service. If you would like for us 
to get in touch with you, or have any feedback for us, 
please fill in our Connection Card at stmarys.my/connect 
 

 

Giving 
 

Online transfer 
Bank name: Standard Chartered Bank Malaysia Bhd 
Account name: St Mary's Cathedral 
Account number: 312 142 334 691 
Recipient reference: If giving a pledge, enter your 3-

digit pledge number.  
Otherwise, enter Online Service 
or the service you normally 
attend. 
 

For one-off giving, please email the bank-in slip or online 
transfer receipt to: collections@stmaryscathedral.org.my 
 
 

E-wallet 
Scan the following QR code using any e-wallet app (Touch 
n Go / GrabPay / Boost). Be sure to confirm "St Mary's 
Cathedral" is listed as the payee. 

http://stmarys.my/connect
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St Mary's Cathedral 

 
Note: This method of giving is analogous to putting cash 
into the offertory bag/box. Your donation will go to the 
General Fund. You will not be given a receipt. Do not use 
this to give a pledge. 
 
Details on our webpage: stmarys.my/give 
 

 

Onsite & Online Services 
 
Here are the details of our English onsite services on 
Sundays: 
 
• Liturgical Services – 7.00 am, 9.00 am, 11.00 am 
 

•     Contemporary (SMACC) Services – 11.00 am, 5.00 pm 
 
  

http://stmarys.my/give
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If you are joining us online on Sundays, the Liturgical 
service will be livestreamed at 9.00 am. 
 
More information about our services can be found here: 
stmarys.my/services 
 

 

Carpark Booking 
 
Please visit stmarys.my/booking to book a carpark on 
Sundays at the Cathedral, if you need to. There is also an 
option for you to indicate on the form that you would like 
to book a parking spot for 3 months. Your car plate 
number will then be given to the guards. Please note that 
you will only be allowed in if your car plate number is on 
the list given to the guards. If you are parking at the 
Dataran Merdeka Carpark, you do not need to book a 
carpark. Carparking is free.  
 
Bookings for carparking will open at 2.00 pm on Sunday 
and close at noon on Friday. 
 

 

  

http://stmarys.my/services
http://stmarys.my/booking
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Onsite Service Volunteers  
 
We are looking for volunteers to help out at our onsite 
services. If you are a regular at St Mary’s Cathedral and 
would like to volunteer, please fill in the form at 
stmarys.my/volunteer 
 

 

Kids’ Church 
 
The Kids’ Church classes run on Sunday mornings at 10.45 
am. The different age groups meet at their respective 
classrooms on the ground floor of the Cathedral. Parents 
can pick up their children aged 5-12 at a time announced 
during the church service, while children aged 3-4 can be 
picked up after the 11.00 am church service ends. 
 
For more information, you could speak to the Kids’ Church 
teachers or email kidschurch@stmaryscathedral.org.my 
 

 

  

http://stmarys.my/volunteer
mailto:kidschurch@stmaryscathedral.org.my
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Christmas Services 
 
We invite you to join us for our services this Christmas, as 
we celebrate the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Information on our Christmas services can be found on 
our Christmas webpage: stmarys.my/christmas  
 

 
A Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
 
We invite you to join us for a service of Christmas carols 
and readings from Scripture with a short Christmas 
message. This will be held on Sunday, 4 December 2022 at 
7.30 pm. All are welcome to join us as we rejoice at the 
birth of Jesus Christ this Christmas season. Light 
refreshments will be served after the service. The service 
will also be livestreamed from the Cathedral. 
 

 

Carolling 
 
We are happy to share the Christmas Message with our 
brothers and sisters during this Christmas season. If you 
wish for the Carollers to come over to your place, please 
let us know by filling in the form at stmarys.my/carolling 
 
 

http://stmarys.my/christmas
http://stmarys.my/carolling
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Please find the list of areas that we are covering below. If 
your area is not mentioned here, please drop us a note 
and we will try our best to accommodate.  
 
- 10 Dec - Ampang / Setapak / Pandan Indah 
- 11 Dec - PJ / Subang Jaya / Putra Heights 
- 17 Dec - Bangsar / TTDI / Damansara Heights 
- 18 Dec - Cheras / Kajang 
 
Should you need any further clarification, please feel free 
to contact Joyce Yu on 012 225 5277 or the Cathedral 
Office on 03 2692 8672. 
 

 

The Cathedral Electoral Roll 
 
Joining the Electoral Roll 
We encourage all our baptised and confirmed members 
who come regularly to our church (whether online or 
onsite) to be on our Electoral Roll. Joining the Electoral 
Roll will enable you to vote at our Annual General 
Meetings (AGM). 
 

If you would like to sign up to be on the roll, please fill in 
the form here: stmarys.my/electoralroll.enrolment 
 
The electoral roll for 2023 will close on 31 December 
2022. 

http://stmarys.my/electoralroll.enrolment
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Notice of New Roll to be prepared before the 
commencement of the First Session of Synod  
A New Electoral Roll shall be prepared as requested under 
Schedule B of the Constitution before the commencement 
of the First Session of Synod. Notice is hereby given that 
the intended preparation of the New Roll will begin on 18 
December 2022. Those who are on the old roll will 
automatically be brought to the new one unless they no 
longer qualify. 
 
Jennifer Cowling 
Hon Secretary 
4 December 2022 
 

 

Music Ministry 
 
If you are someone who is following Jesus as your Lord 
and Saviour, committed to serving Him in St Mary’s and 
interested in serving either in the choir or as an organist 
at the Liturgical services, please fill in the Connection Card 
at stmarys.my/connect or let the Cathedral Office know 
on 03 2692 8672. You will be contacted and furnished 
with more details by those in charge from the Cathedral.  
 

 
  

http://stmarys.my/connect
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Ventilation Project 
 
We are thankful to God for all who have contributed in 
different ways to the project to replace the current air 
conditioning in the Main Cathedral with air conditioning 
that pumps in fresh air. This enables our building to have 
enough ventilation to remain safe, limiting aerosol spread 
for our elderly and more vulnerable people, while at the 
same time enabling us to close the doors and turn on the 
air condition. 
 
You can still give financially towards it. If you would like to 
do so online you can transfer funds as below: 
 
Bank name: Standard Chartered Bank Malaysia Bhd 
Account name: St Mary’s Cathedral 
Account number: 312 142 334 691 
 
Please make sure you put ‘Building Fund’ in the 
description. 
 
If you would like to give a cheque, please put it in an 
envelope marked ‘Building Fund’ before putting it into the 
collection box in the Cathedral. 
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St Mary’s Agape Mission School 
 
St Mary’s Agape Mission School is now in its 9th year of 
operation and currently has over 100 students. As such, 
the school is always on the lookout for volunteers who 
might be keen to teach the children. If you have a heart 
for seeing vulnerable children receive an education and 
would like to find out more about what is involved, please 
contact Mei Tan on 012 387 3408. 
 
The school is located near Ampang, and the time for 
volunteering is 9.00 am – 12.00 pm and/or 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
from Mondays to Thursdays. 
 

 

The Daily Office 

 
We invite you to join us for the Daily Office – a short daily 
service with systematic Bible readings and set prayers. 
This will take place every day at 7.30 am by Zoom (except 
Sunday). 
 
If you think this would be a helpful part of your daily 
routine, please join us by simply going to 
stmarys.my/dailyoffice at about 7.25 am each day for a 
7.30 am start. That will take you directly to the Zoom 
room where the service takes place. The service will finish 
before 8.00 am.  

http://stmarys.my/dailyoffice
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Pastoral Needs 
 
If you are a regular at St Mary’s Cathedral and would like 
to make an appointment to talk to a pastor, please let us 
know by filling in a Connection Card at 
stmarys.my/connect or call the Cathedral Office on 03 
2692 8672. 
If you are a woman and there are pastoral matters you 
prefer to talk about with another woman, you can contact 
Mrs Christine Rajaratnam or Miss Danielle Cheng. If you 
would like one of them to contact you, please let us know 
in the same way – you can fill in a Connection Card at 
stmarys.my/connect or call the Cathedral Office on 03 
2692 8672. 
 
If there is a pastoral emergency, you can reach the 
pastoral team on our Emergency Pastoral Care Hotline: 
011 5762 8524. 
 

 

  

http://stmarys.my/connect
http://stmarys.my/connect
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Small Groups  
 
Looking to connect with a Christian community? We 
encourage you to consider joining one of our online or in-
person small groups. This is one of the important ways we 
grow together as a community of God’s people as we 
gather under His Word and seek to encourage one 
another to persevere in following Jesus. 
 
If you would like to join a small group, please fill in a form 
at stmarys.my/smallgroups and we’d be happy to help 
find you one. 
 

 

Youth Fellowship 
 
Our Youth Fellowship (ages 13-18) meets on Sundays at 
2.00 pm. If you would like to join us, please sign up at 
stmarys.my/youth 
 

 
Youth Confirmation Programme 
 
If you would like to indicate interest in our Youth 
Confirmation Programme for your teenager aged 13-17, 
please let us know at stmarys.my/youthconfirmation and 
we will inform you when the next one starts. 

http://stmarys.my/smallgroups
http://stmarys.my/youth
http://stmarys.my/youthconfirmation
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Subscribe to our Mailing List 
 
To receive emails about latest updates and important 
news about the Cathedral, fill in the form at 
stmarys.my/subscribe 
 

 

Dataran Merdeka Underground Carpark 

 
There is currently free parking at the Dataran Merdeka 
Underground Carpark until further notice. Please take 
note that this free parking is available to the public and 
therefore, no special pass from the Cathedral is needed to 
park there. If anyone requires you to pay for parking, 
please take a picture or video of the incident and forward 
it to office@stmaryscathedral.org.my.  
 

 

Royal Selangor Club (RSC) Parking 
 
As the RSC is going to have an AGM on Sunday, 18 
December, their carpark will not be available to us on that 
day. Please park at the Dataran Merdeka Underground 
Carpark or the Cathedral Carpark. 
 
The Cathedral Carpark is reserved for women travelling 
alone who may feel unsafe parking in the Dataran carpark, 

http://stmarys.my/subscribe
mailto:office@stmaryscathedral.org.my
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people with young children who would find it hard to 
cross the road with them, and those who are elderly, or 
suffering from illness or disability who would then find it 
hard to walk from the carpark across the road. If you fall 
under one of these categories, and need to park in the 
Cathedral, you can book to park at the Cathedral carpark 
at stmarys.my/booking. Booking for carparking opens on 
Sunday at 2.00 pm and closes at noon on Friday.  
 

 

Work Care Panel 
 
We have a panel to help our Cathedral community look 
for work or advise about work and training opportunities. 
If you’re looking for work and wouldn’t mind a helping 
hand, fill in our Connection Card at stmarys.my/connect,  
indicating that you would like someone from the Work 
Care Panel to contact you.  
 

http://stmarys.my/booking
http://stmarys.my/connect
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