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Christmas Day Online Family Service 
25 Dec 2020 
 

 

Welcome  

   

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him Christ the Lord. 
 
God from God, Light from Light, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God, begotten not created;  
 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
“Glory to God, glory in the highest” 
 
Yea, Lord we greet thee, born for our salvation; 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;  
 
Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786), circa 1743;  Tune: Adeste fideles  
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Confession 
 
Leader: Dearly beloved:  The Scriptures urge us to acknowledge our 

many sins, and not to conceal them in the presence of God 

our heavenly Father, but to confess them with a penitent 

and obedient heart, so that we may be forgiven through his 

boundless goodness and mercy. 

 

Let us therefore draw near to the throne of our gracious 

God, though our Lord Jesus Christ who died for us, and 

confess our sins together: 

 

All: Almighty God, our Heavenly Father 

We have sinned against you and against our neighbours 

in thought and word and deed, 

in the evil we have done, and in the good we have not done 

through negligence, through weakness,  

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past,  

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen 

 

Leader: Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and 

peace; that by your grace we may be cleansed from all our 

sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever  

All: Amen. 
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Psalm 98 

A Psalm. 

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvellous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 
2 The Lord has made known his salvation; 

    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the salvation of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord! 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 
9 before the Lord, for he comes 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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O Holy Night (Hear the Gospel Story) 
 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees O hear the angel voices 
O night divine O night when Christ was born 
 
Humbly He lay Creator come as creature 
Born on the floor of a hay-scattered stall 
True Son of God yet bearing human feature 
He entered earth to reverse Adam's fall 
In towering grace He laid aside His glory 
And in our place was sacrificed for sin 
Fall on your knees! O hear the gospel story 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
 
Come then to Him Who lies within the manger 
With joyful shepherds proclaim Him as Lord 
Let not the Promised Son remain a stranger 
In reverent worship make Christ your Adored 
Eternal life is theirs who would receive Him 
With grace and peace their lives He will adorn 
Fall on your knees! Receive the Gift of heaven 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night, O holy night when Christ was born 
 

Original words (v. 1) by Placide Cappeau. Translated by John S. Dwight. Music by Adolphe C. Adams (1847). Add. 
words (v. 2-3) by Kevin Hartnett. © 2014 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP).  
Used by Permission. CCLI License No. 332301  
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Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 40:9-11 
 

9 Get you up to a high mountain, 

    O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

    O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

    lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

    “Behold your God!” 
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, 

    and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense before him. 
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

    he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

    and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
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New Testament:  Luke 2:8-14 
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 

Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. 10 And the angel said to them, 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God.  
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Christians, Awake!  Salute the Happy Morn 
  
Christians, awake! salute the happy morn, 
Whereon the Saviour of mankind was born; 
Rise to adore the mystery of love 
Which hosts of angels chanted from above: 
With them the joyful tidings first begun 
Of God incarnate, of the virgin’s Son. 
 

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 
Who heard the angelic herald’s voice, ‘Behold, 
I bring good tidings of a Saviour’s birth 
To you and all the nations upon earth: 
This day has God fulfilled His promised word, 
This day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.’ 
 

He spake; and straightway the celestial choir, 
In hymns of joy unknown before conspire; 
The praises of redeeming love they sang, 
And heaven’s whole orb with hallelujahs rang: 
God’s highest glory was their anthem still, 
‘Peace upon earth, and unto men good will.’ 
 

O may we keep and ponder in our mind 
God’s wondrous love in saving lost mankind; 
Trace we the Babe Who has retrieved our loss, 
From the poor manger to the bitter cross; 
Tread in His steps, assisted by His grace, 
Till man’s first heavenly state again takes place. 
 

Then may we hope, the angelic hosts among, 
To join, redeemed, a glad triumphant throng: 
He that was born upon this joyful day, 
Around us all His glory shall display; 
Saved by His love, incessant we shall sing 
Eternal praise to Heaven’s almighty King. 
 
Text: John Byrom | Tune: YORKSHIRE  
Audio of congregational singing of Metropolitan Tabernacle, London.  
Courtesy of Martijn de Groot. Used by permission 
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Sermon: Good News for the Fearful (Luke 2:8-14) 

 
 

1. Introduction 

 

 

2. Setting (v.8-9) 

 
 

 

3. The Message of an Angel (v.10-12) 

• Don’t be afraid. 
 
 

• A Saviour has been born. 
 
 

• The Saviour is Christ the Lord. 
 
 

• The Sign of the Saviour 

 

 
 

4. The Praise of the Angels (v.13-14) 

 

 

 

5. Conclusion 
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Hark the herald angels sing – 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th’angelic host proclaim 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King! 
 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb 
Veiled in flesh the God-head see 
Hail, th’incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 
 
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings 
Ris’n with healing in his wings 
Mild, he lays his glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

 
Text: Charles Wesley | Tune: Mendelssohn  
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The Nicene Creed 
 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

one in Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered, died and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in fulfilment of the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified,  

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Kids’ Spot: Jesus Saves! Jesus Saves! 
 
The world belongs to God  
He spoke and there it was  
Though it was very good 
It all went bad because 
The man that God had made  
And the woman there with him  
Turned their back on God to get  
A deadly taste of sin (But) 
 

Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 
Jesus is the Way 
Jesus is the Saviour 
You can come to Him today - Hey!  
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!  
People from their sin 
You will find forgiveness 
When you put your trust in Him 

 

Well if you look around  
You’ll see how sin has spread  
Turning light to dark 
And living things to dead 
But God still rules the world  
He always had a plan 
To send his Son to save us 
In the likeness of a man 
 

Well if you come to God  
(You still have time you know)  
He will wash your sinful heart  
And make it white as snow  
Come taste eternal life 
And death will have no sting  
All who trust in Jesus are 
The children of the King 

 
Text: Colin Buchanan © 2004 Wanaaring Road Music  
Used by Permission. CCLI License No. 332301 
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Prayers  

 

All: Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever.   

Amen. 

 

Leader: Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to 

take our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure 

virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made 

your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 

by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 

with you and the same Spirit be honour and glory, now and 

for ever. Amen 

 

Leader: Almighty and ever-living God, through your holy apostle, you 

have taught us to make prayers and supplications and to give 

thanks for all people: We humbly ask that in your mercy you 

would receive these our prayers which we offer to your divine 

majesty.  

 

We pray that you would continually inspire your universal 

church with the spirit of truth, unity and concord and that you 

would teach all who confess your holy name to agree in the 
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truth of your holy Word and to live in unity and godly love.  

 

We pray that you will lead the nations of the world in the 

ways of righteousness and peace. Grant that their rulers and 

those in authority may impartially administer justice, restrain 

wickedness, and uphold integrity and truth.  

 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other clergy, 

that by their life and teaching they may set forth your true, 

living Word and rightly administer your holy sacraments. To 

all your people give your heavenly grace, and especially to 

this congregation gathered online: that we may receive your 

holy Word with reverent and humble hearts, and serve you in 

holiness and righteousness all the days of our lives.  

 

We most humbly beseech you, O Lord, to comfort and 

strengthen all those who in this transitory life are in trouble, 

sorrow, need, sickness or any other adversity. 

And we bless your holy name for all your servants who have 

departed this life in the faith of Christ, asking you to give us 

grace to follow their good examples so that with them we 

may share in your eternal kingdom.  

 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only mediator 

and advocate.  

Amen. 

 

 

Announcements 

 
 

  



Page 14 of 17 

Joy to the World 
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
let earth receive her King 
let every heart prepare Him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns; 
let men their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make His blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world! With truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of His righteousness, 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders, wonders of His love.  
 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), 1719  
Music: Antioch (George Frederic Handel, 1685-1759, arranged Lowell Mason, 1792-1872) 
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Closing and Grace  
¶ Parting words from the officiating minister, with the grace.  

 

All: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 and the love of God, 

 and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

 be with us all evermore. Amen. 

 
Minister: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

  

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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 Connect with us 
Thank you for joining our service. If you would like for us to get in touch with 
you, or have any feedback for us, please fill in our connection card at 
connect.stmarys.my 
 

Giving 
Online transfer 
Bank name: Standard Chartered Bank Malaysia Bhd 
Account name: St Mary's Cathedral 
Account number: 312 142 334 691 
Recipient reference: If giving a pledge, enter your 3-digit pledge number. 
Otherwise, enter Online Service 

 
Boost e-wallet 
Scan the following QR code using the Boost App. Be sure to confirm "St Mary's 
Cathedral" is listed as the payee. 

 
St Mary's Cathedral 

 
Note: This method of giving is analogous to putting cash into the offertory 
bag/box. Your donation will go to the General Fund. You will not be given a 
receipt. Do not use this to give a pledge. 
 

Details on our webpage: give.stmarys.my  
 

  

https://stmaryscathedral.org.my/connect
https://stmaryscathedral.org.my/give
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Life Explored 
Life Explored is a course designed to help people explore the meaning of life and 
introduce them to the God who is revealed in Jesus Christ. This course will run 
online for 7 sessions at 2pm, beginning 3 January. Getting to know God, through 
the Bible, would be a wonderful way to start the new year and indeed a new 
chapter in life! You can sign up for the course here: findoutmore.stmarys.my 
 

Christmas Videos  
If you missed it, here are our Christmas videos again: The Dean’s Christmas 
Message, When Christmas Isn’t Christmas, Christmas Bytes Day 1, 2, 3, and 
Kids’ Church Christmas Eve Service. 
 
All our videos are on our YouTube channel. 
 

Sunday Service 
Join our regular Sunday service this Sunday at 10am where we will learn from 
Luke 2:15-21, wrapping up our mini-series over Christmas on this chapter.  
 

Subscribe to Our Mailing List 
To receive emails about latest updates and important news about the 
Cathedral, fill in the form at subscribe.stmarys.my 
 

Pastoral Emergencies 
If you or someone you know is finding this CMCO a particularly challenging time, 
or would like someone to pray with you, please do call one of your leaders or 
congregational pastors. Please also remember that you can use our Emergency 
Pastoral Care Hotline on 011 5762 8524. 

 

https://stmaryscathedral.org.my/findoutmore
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neA90Tx5Ixs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neA90Tx5Ixs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n58aGu9gBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p95Q2iMDjmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qcekHbVsANk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZeJjjtO3dMg
https://stmaryscathedral.org.my/christmas#kids
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC36Bogt_zXX0Dp5IBq9q3yw
https://stmaryscathedral.org.my/online-service-english/
http://subscribe.stmarys.my/

